114                         CHOPIN

music as he works there ; all this is mingled with
the song of nightingales and the perfume of roses."
And again : " I have endless tete-a-tete conver-
sations with Chopin. I am very fond of him and
he is a man of rare distinction." Chopin for his
part wrote on a later occasion : " Delacroix is
the most admirable artist whom one could meet;
I have spent delightful hours with him. He adores
Mozart and knows all his operas by heart."
Before we pass on to the last tragic years, we turn
to give a grateful thought to Delacroix.

Chopin and George Sand were in Paris again
in the autumn. They were living now at Nos. 5
and 9 in the Square d'Orleans. Between these
apartments, at No. 7, lived Mme Marliani, and
the three shared expenses. But, although Chopin
had a separate sitting-room where he could retire
and compose, he was rarely in a creative mood.
Most of his music during these years was written
at Nohant.

Many uneventful months passed by. In
September 1843, George Sand took her invalid
for a little expedition to the banks of the Creuse.
They travelled across picturesque mountains
where there were neither roads nor inns. Chopin
slept on straw and travelled on a donkey, George
Sand's theory was that his salvation lay in taking
risks and in physical fatigue. During the follow-
ing spring there came a terrible blow, the news
of his father's death. Two years earlier, his
friend, Jan Matuszynski, had died of tuberculosis.
These heavy losses had a visible effect upon him,